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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
APPALACHIAN BOOKS

Some books currently in print and widely available from internet 
sellers and bookstores:

Biography and Autobiography

Ancella R. Bickley, Lynda Ann Ewen, and Joe W. Trotter. Memphis 
Tennessee Garrison: The Remarkable Story of a Black Appalachian 
Woman. Athens: Ohio University Press, 2001. 282 pages. Trade 
paperback, $17.95. Hardback, $44.95. 

William M. Drennen, Jr. and William T. (Kojo) Jones. Red White 
Black & Blue: Dual Memoir of Race & Class in Appalachia. Athens: 
Ohio University Press, 2004. 220 pages. Trade paperback, $17.95. 
Hardback, $44.95. 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Colored People: A Memoir. New York: Vintage 
Press, 1995. 240 pages. Trade paperback, $13.95.

Ely Green. Ely: An Autobiography. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 
1990. 284 pages. Trade paperback, $24.95.

Children’s Books

William H. Armstrong. Sounder. New York: HarperCollins, 1969. 
128 pages. Trade paperback, $6.99. Hardback, $16.99.

Sandra Belton and Cozbi A. Cabrera. Beauty, Her Basket. New York: 
Amistad Press/HarperCollins, 2003. 32 pages. Hardback, $16.99.

Sandra Belton and Benny Andrews. Pictures for Miss Josie. New York: 
Amistad Press/HarperCollins, 2003. 40 pages. Hardback, $17.99.
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Sandra Belton. The Tallest Tree. New York: Amistad Press/HarperCollins, 
2008. 160 pages. Hardback, $16.95.  

Marie Bradby. More Than Anything Else. New York: Scholastic, 1995. 
32 pages. Hardback, $13.95.

Ezra Jack Keats. John Henry: An American Legend. New York: 
Dragonfly Press, 1987. 32 pages. Trade paperback, $6.99.

Julius Lester. John Henry. New York: Dial Press, 1994. 40 pages. Trade 
paperback, $7.99. Hardback, $18.99.

Kathy May. Molasses Man. New York: Holiday House, 2000. 32 pages. 
Hardback, $16.95.

Carol Ottolenghi. John Henry. New York: Brighter Child Press, 2004. 
32 pages. Trade paperback, $3.99.

Civil Rights

William J. Boerst. Marching in Birmingham. Greensboro: Morgan 
Reynolds, 2007. 112 pages. Hardback, $27.95.

Charles E. Connerly. The Most Segregated City in America: City 
Planning and Civil Rights in Birmingham: 1920-1980. Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, 2005. 360 pages. Hardback, $45.

Diana McWhorter. Carry Me Home: Birmingham, Alabama: The 
Climactic Battle of the Civil Rights Movement. New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 2002. 720 pages. Trade paperback, $17.00.

Merrill Proudfoot. Diary of a Sit-In. Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 1990. 272 pages. Paperback, $20.00.

Coal

Robert Armstead and S. L. Gardner. Black Days, Black Dust: The 
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Memories of an African American Coal Miner. Knoxville: University of 
Tennessee Press, 2002. 255 pages. Trade paperback, $17.95.

Brian Kelly. Race, Class and Power in the Alabama Coalfields, 1908-
1921. Urbana: The University of Illinois Press, 2001. 280 pages. Trade 
paperback, $19.95. Hardback, $49.95.

Ronald L. Lewis. Black Coal Miners in America: Race, Class, and 
Community Conflict, 1780-1980. Lexington: University Press of 
Kentucky, 1987. 239 pages. Hardback $35.00.

Thomas E. Wagner and Philip J. Obermiller. African American Miners 
and Migrants: The Eastern Kentucky Social Club. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 2004. 176 pages. Trade paperback, $20.00.

Robert H. Woodrum. Everybody Was Black Down There: Race And 
Industrial Change in the Alabama Coalfields. Athens: University of 
Georgia Press, 2007. 304 pages. Trade paperback, $24.95. Hardback, 
$59.95.

Essays

bell hooks. Ain’t I a Woman: Black Women and Feminism. Cambridge: 
South End Press, 1999. 205 pages. Trade paperback, $15.00.

bell hooks. All About Love: New Visions. New York: Harper Paperbacks, 
2001. 272 pages. Trade paperback, $13.00.

bell hooks. Black Looks: Race and Representation. Cambridge: South 
End Press, 1995. 200 pages. Trade paperback, $15.00. 

bell hooks. Communion: The Female Search for Love. New York: Harper 
Paperbacks, 2002. 272 pages. Trade paperback, $12.95. 

bell hooks. Feminism Is for Everybody: Passionate Politics. Cambridge: 
South End Press, 2000. 120 pages. Trade paperback, $12.00. 
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bell hooks. Outlaw Culture: Resisting Representations. New York: 
Routledge, 2006. 309 pages. Trade paperback, $19.95. 

bell hooks. Teaching Community: A Pedagogy of Hope. New York: 
Routledge, 2003. 216 pages. Trade paperback, $22.95. 

bell hooks. Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. 
New York: Routledge, 1994. 216 pages. Trade paperback, $27.95. 

bell hooks. Where We Stand: Class Matters. New York:  Routledge, 
2000. 176 pages. Trade paperback, $19.95. 

bell hooks. Yearning: Race, Gender, and Cultural Politics. Cambridge: 
South End Press, 1990. 248 pages. Trade paperback, $18.00.

Nikki Giovanni. The Prosaic Soul of Nikki Giovanni. New York: 
Harper Perennial, 2003. 592 pages. Trade paperback, $14.95. 

Literary Criticism

Virginia C. Fowler. Conversations with Nikki Giovanni. Oxford: 
University Press of Mississippi, 1992. 244 pages. Trade paperback, 
$20.00. 

Virginia C. Fowler. Nikki Giovanni. New York: Twayne Publishers, 
1992. 192 pages. Hardback, $35.

Local History

Jacqueline Grisby Burnside. Berea and Madison County. Mount 
Pleasant, So. Car.: Arcadia Publishing, 2007. 128 pages. Paperback, 
$19.99.

Chattanooga African American Museum. Chattanooga: The 
Chattanooga African-American Museum. Mount Pleasant, So. Car.: 
Arcadia Publishing, 2005. 128 pages. Trade paperback, $19.95.
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W. J. Megginson. African American Life in South Carolina’s Upper 
Piedmont, 1780-1900. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 
2006. 546 pages. Hardback $59.95. 

William Lynwood Montell. The Saga of Coe Ridge: A Study in Oral 
History. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1982. 231 pages. 
Trade paperback, $17.00.

Betty Jane Reed. The Brevard Rosenwald School: Black Education and 
Community Building in a Southern Appalachian Town, 1920-1966. 
Jefferson, No. Car.: McFarland & Company, 2004. 235 pages. Trade 
paperback, $35.00.

Connie P. Rice. Our Monongalia: A History of African Americans in 
Monongalia County, West Virginia. Terra Alta, W. Va.: Headline Books, 
1998. 271 pages. Hardback $29.95. 

Ethel Morgan Smith. From Whence Cometh My Help: The African-
American Community of Hollins College. Columbia: University of 
Missouri Press, 1999. 147 pages. Hardback $29.95.      

Lucia Stanton and David Brion Davis. Free Some Day: The African-
American Families of Monticello. Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2001. 204 pages. Trade paperback, $13.95.

Novels

Martin R. Delany. Blake, or The Huts of America. Boston: Beacon 
Press, a 1971 reprint of a novel serialized in 1861-1862. 352 pages. 
Trade paperback, $26.00.

William Demby. Beetlecreek. Oxford: University Press of Mississippi, 
1950. 240 pages. Trade paperback, $22.00.

Aaron Roy Evan. Bloodroot. New York: Thomas Dunn Books, 2000. 
272 pages. Hardback, $22.95.
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Colson Whitehead. John Henry Days. New York: Anchor/Doubleday, 
2002. 400 pages. Trade paperback, $14.95.

Poetry

doris davenport. Madness Like Morning Glories: Poems. Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 2005. 58 pages. Hardback $26.95.

Nikki Giovanni. The Collected Poetry of Nikki Giovanni: 1968-1998. 
New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2003. 512 pages. Trade 
paperback, $15.95.

Nikki Giovanni. The Selected Poems of Nikki Giovanni: 1968-1995. 
New York: William Morrow, 1996. 304 pages. Hardback $22.00.

Nikki Giovanni. Grand Mothers: Poems, Reminiscences, and Short 
Stories about The Keepers Of Our Traditions. New York: Henry Holt 
and Co., 1996. 168 pages. Trade paperback, $12.95. 

Nikki Giovanni. Love Poems. New York: William Morrow, 1997. 64 
pages. Hardback $14.00. 

Alena Hairston. The Logan Topographies. New York: Persea Press, 
2007. 80 pages. Trade paperback, $13.95. 

Effie Waller Smith. The Collected Works of Effie Waller Smith. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1991. 386 pages. Hardback $66.00.

Frank X Walker. Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker. Lexington: Old 
Cove Press, 2000. 112 pages. Trade paperback, $14.50. 

Frank X Walker. Black Box. Lexington: Old Cove Press, 2005. 144 
pages. Trade paperback, $15.50. 

Scholarly Studies 

Cecelia Conway. African Banjo Echoes in Appalachia: A Study of Folk 



115

Traditions. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1995. 394 pages. 
Trade paperback, $26.00.

Cynthia Cumfer. Separate Peoples, One Land: The Minds of Cherokees, 
Blacks, and Whites on the Tennessee Frontier. Chapel Hill: University 
of North Carolina Press, 2007. 336 pages. Trade paperback, $22.50. 
Hardback, $59.95.

John C. Inscoe, editor. Appalachians and Race: The Mountain South 
from Slavery to Segregation. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 
2000. 330 pages. Trade paperback, $22.00. Hardback $45. 

Scott Reynolds Nelson. Steel Drivin’ Man: John Henry: The Untold 
Story of an American Legend. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2006. 224 pages. Trade paperback, $14.95. Hardback, $25.00.

Short Stories

Crystal Wilkinson. Blackberries, Blackberries. New Milford, Conn.: 
Toby Press, 2000. 192 pages. Trade paperback, $15.95. 

Crystal Wilkinson. Water Street. New Milford, Conn.: Toby Press, 
2004. 192 pages. Trade paperback, $12.95. 

Slavery

Wilma A. Dunaway. Slavery in the American Mountain South. New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 364 pages. Trade paperback, 
$30.99. Hardback, $89.00.

John Inscoe. Mountain Masters, Slavery, and the Sectional Crisis in 
North Carolina. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1989. 348 
pages. Trade paperback, $18.00.

Theda Perdue. Slavery and the Evolution of Cherokee Society, 1540-
1866. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1979. 207 pages. 
Trade paperback, $21.00.


